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UFO 'might

have been

By DAVID MUSSARED,

Scienceand Environment Reporter

The
sparkling object spottedby many

Canberraresidents

in the sky on Sunday

nightprobablyhad beena meteoror a
returningpieceof spacejunk,the acting

executivedirectorof the Australian

SpaceOffice,Dr JohnBoyd,saidyes-
terday.

Dr Boyd said the
descriptions

were
typicalof a

larger-than-normal
shooting

star,or meteor,breakingup as it
streakedthroughthe earth'satmo-
sphere.

It mighthavebeena largepieceof
spacejunk returningfrom orbitaround

the earth,he said,although
he knewof

nonethatweredue to
re-enter

the atmo-

sphereaboutnow.
He saidmeteorsor spacejunkheated

up whentheyenteredthe Earth'satmo-

sphereabout100kmabovethe ground,

usuallyreachingtheirbrightestand hot
testat about70km.The heatwas caused

by
friction

withthe air.
Depending

on the angleat whichthey
enteredthe

atmosphere,

they couldtrav-

el large distances

- reportsof
sightings

on Sundaynighthad comefromas far
away as Bourkeand Tasmania.
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It was
unlikelythatanyof the

materi-

al from Sunday'smeteoritebad reached

the ground,becausethe meteoror space

junkprobablyhad beenquitesmalland
had burntup in the

atmosphere.

"Itdoesnt haveto be verybigto be
quite

spectacular

- a few gramsof ma-
terialwill make quitea

spectacular

show,"he said."The numberthat reach

the groundis muchsmallerthanthe
numberthat arrive."


